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 INTRODUCTION 

 

The last twelve months have been challenging times for us all - the new economic realities of the recessionary, post 

ΨŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎǊǳƴŎƘΩ world have put a new dark mood on the country.  Coupling this with the tragedy of the Copenhagen 

ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎǳƳƳƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴǘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƎŀǘŜΩ ŘŜōŀŎƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ 

issues slipping down the publicΩs agenda of priorities.  Currently most people are more concerned about keeping 

their jobs, if they have one, or how they are going to pay their mortgages.  

If all this has taught environmentalists anything, it is that the economic and political system that had appeared to 

serve our society so well in the past is not just broken but any attempt to put the old pieces back together will not 

serve to get ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΩΣ but rather put us back into the same old set of problems.  It seems clear 

now that the environmental problems of the planet are, inextricably linked, and in a large part due to, a failed 

economic model.  To put it another way, until we find and then run our society on a different economic model that 

produces our desired environmental outcomes, then our future seems a bleak one.  In this regard it can be said that 

ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎǊǳƴŎƘΩ in focusing all of our attentions on the dark arts of economics has been a blessing in disguise.  We 

are presented with a new set of problems which we are only beginning to get to grips with, never mind find 

workable solutions to - knowing too that we will have to then embark on the journey of selling those solutions to a 

sceptical public, probably in the throes of a recessionary, peak oil, climate change scenario.  

Yes, we live in challenging times indeed. 

As an apolitical environmental organisation with an established track record and a remit via its constitution to bring 

together the different sectors of society in order to find common ground and with the purpose of discovering those 

pathways that lead to sustainability, Cork Environmental Forum is in a unique position.  

Over the past year the CEF has engaged in a large number of successful projects:  plenary sessions, our award 

ceremony, the Rebel Pedal, and National Tree Week to name but a few.  We have representatives on SPCs and other 

panels, we have put in submissions, made TV programs for Cork Community Television, increased our membership, 

and significantly advanced our online presence via our website and social networking activities.  

CEF has always prided itself in delivering a large bang for our buck in our role to foster and promote sustainability. 

The actions that we have carried out in all areas of our concern such as energy, economics, biodiversity, water, food, 

etc by ourselves, and increasingly in partnership with others, continue to embody the Local Agenda 21 principles 

upon which we were founded.  They form a part of those positive actions, and solutions, where by in cooperation 

with and at the behest of the community with which we engage, we might better together find our way. 

I would like to thank also all those who supported the CEF with their time and energy over the past year in all the 

work we have done together. 

The environmental challenges posed by climate change, peak oil, loss of biodiversity etc are still as real and 

immediate as they have ever been, and the solutions to these problems never more pressing, thus I feel that for CEF 

there can never have been a time when our role was so important, its expertise more valued, or its presence more 

needed.  

Regards 

 

Michael Hobbs 

September 2010  
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NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY 

 

Community Woodland Project: National Tree Week - March 2010  
 

CEF has been actively supporting the planting of native Irish trees by local 

people for many years as part of this project.  The event began in 2000 with 

the Millennium Native Woodland for Cork.  Along with the huge number of 

trees planted, hundreds of people throughout the city and county have 

attended these events over the years.  CEF also serves to promote other 

similar events taking part in Cork as part of this week. 

 

Several tree planting events were directly held by Cork Environmental 

Forum members this year across the county.  Involving communities and 

school children is always an important aspect to our Tree Week project and 

this year was no different with a former GAP team from Ballineen, a 

community group in Youghal and a primary school in near Skibberreen all 

taking part. 

 

CEF also promoted the event heavily amongst our network of contacts with 

community groups and individuals. 

 

 

 

 

 Monday 8th March 2010 Primary School, Gortnaclohy, Skibbereen 

 

 Wednesday 10th March 2010 Perrott House, West Cork Mental 

Health Services Hospital Grounds, Skibbereen 

 

 Thursday 11th March 2010 Skibbereen/West Carbery Golf Club 

 

 Friday 12th March 2010 Youghal 

 

 Saturday 13th March 2010 Ballineen 

 

Trees planted 20 Ash, 20 Oak, 20 Rowan, 20 

Alder, plus 10 wild cherry and birch. 

 

This event was kindly supported by Coillte Teoranta and the Tree Council of Ireland. 

  

CEF Member Richard Delahunty at the tree planting in 
Gortnaclohy 

Every two days 700 square 

kilometres (about the size of  

Co. Cork) of forest cover are lost 

worldwide. 

 

Member States of the United 

Nations Forum of Forests recently 

adopted four ambitious Global 

Objectives on Forests, which 

included a commitment to reverse 

the loss of forest cover worldwide. 

This UN Forum is currently in the 

process of creating an international 

instrument on forests. However, it 

is only through broad public 

participation and by harnessing the 

skills and practical experiences of 

forestry practitioners worldwide 

that we can realize these 

international objectives and effect 

change.  

(Source: Tree Council of Ireland) 

http://www.treecouncil.ie/
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Selection of Candidates for Local Water Advisory Council - January 2010  
 

Back in May 2009, CEF held a joint plenary session with Sustainable Water 

Network (SWAN) to discuss the recently issued draft South West River 

Basin District Management Plan.  After 6 years of planning and research, 

the final Plan now addresses the water quality of the local river basin 

district for the next 6 years until 2015 and presents the current state of, 

and issues facing, the rivers, lakes, estuaries, bays and groundwaters in 

the South West, and proposes measures to address these.    

 

Continuing this process, an additional meeting was held on 19th January 

2010, again in conjunction with SWAN.  The purpose of the meeting was 

to select the best nominees from the environmental community to 

represent the environment sector on the SW RBD Advisory Council, which 

is currently being reformed. 

 

This was a meeting for anyone interested in how the rivers, lakes, bays 

and groundwater of the region are managed and who would like a say in 

who should represent the environment sector on the new Water Advisory 

Councils, to promote sustainable water management.  Four candidates 

put themselves forward for the presumed two available places on the 

Council, and Mark Boyden (Coomhola Salmon Trust/SWAN) and Tony Cain 

(CEF) were selected by secret ballot. 

 

All present thanked David Lee (CEF) for his enormous contribution as a 

rep over four years on the previous Advisory Council.  An unexpected and 

most welcome result of the meeting was the formation of an expert panel 

to assist and advise the reps in their work on the Council. 

 

Similar meetings were co-hosted by SWAN in all the River Basin Districts in 

Ireland.  Feedback from SWAN at the conclusion of the process was that 

the Cork meeting was one of their most successful local events ever. 

 

World Water Day Activities ɀ March 2010  

Water Seminar (co-hosted by Engineers Ireland) Mon March 22nd 

Rochestown Park Hotel.   

The speakers were CEF members Declan Waugh and Tony Cain.  

Declan presented on the topic of άFlood risk management: An 
examination of the Bandon Flood event of Nov 19th 2009 including 
land use planning and disaster managementέΦ  

Tony's talk (pictured) ǿŀǎ ƻƴ άSustainable drainage systems and 
rainwater harvesting: An overview of the types, design, 
environmental benefits of SUDS and rainwater harvesting systemsέ  

The Water Framework Directive 
may sound like just another piece 
of 9¦ ƧŀǊƎƻƴ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
name put you off. It has been the 
driver behind an unprecedented 
programme of activity in the 
areas of water mapping, 
monitoring and planning over the 
past ten years. 

As a result of the WFD, River Basin 
Management Plans for each of 
seven regions in the country have 
been published this year.  These 
Plans (along with background 
documents) describe the waters of 
each region, their current state 
and the pressures on them.  They 
also outline some of the measures 
which will be implemented to 
restore unsatisfactory waters to 
WFD standards in the next six 
years. 
(Source:  
Sustainable Water Network) 

It is estimated that 53% of the 

5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ¦ǎŜǊΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƛǎ 

used for non-potable uses such as 

flushing toilets, laundry, external 

and landscaped areas. This figure 

is approximately 85% for the Non-

Domestic User. 

(Source: H2OConsult) 

http://www.swanireland.ie/
http://www.h2o-consult.com/
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Water Conservation Workshop (as part of Cork City Lifelong Learning Festival) 

CEF held a water conservation workshop at Mahon FRC on Tuesday 
23rd March as part of the Cork City Lifelong Learning Festival. 

The 1 hour workshop was delivered by Éanna Dowling in a style 
similar to a Global Action Plan meeting where discussion and sharing 
of experience between participants is encouraged around a 
structured framework.  With domestic water charges on the horizon, 
this is an important time to begin thinking about rainwater butt 
systems and how to cut down on water use at home. 

12 people attended the workshop ς a mixture of old age pensioners, 
housewives and the unemployed. 

Tour of ESB Iniscarra Hydroelectric Station 

ESB Ireland kindly agreed to give a tour of their historic and 

fascinating facility at Iniscarra to Cork Environmental Forum members 

and associates on World Water Day, Mon March 22nd.   

 

Sixteen people, from 7 years old up, came to learn how the people of 

Cork are dependent on the waters of the River Lee for power and 

drinking water, and also how vulnerable Cork is to the power of 

water during intense natural events.  As a low-lying habitation, Cork may be 

increasingly exposed to flooding events in future as climate change affects 

rain and storm patterns in the region. 

 

More photos of all our World Water Day 2010 activities available on 

http://www.cef.ie/2010/Water.php.  

 

Red Squirrel Survey  
 

The red squirrel has been found in Ireland since before the last ice age, but 

became extinct a number of times - the removal of native woodlands helping 

to cause its decline. The current decline has coincided with the spread of the 

grey squirrel, introduced into Ireland by man in 1911.  West Cork/Kerry is 

one of the places that Ireland's native Red Squirrels will make their last stand 

against the spread of the Grey Squirrel (the other is across the Shannon). 

 

CEF members, with the blessing of Coillte, are aiming to set up a Red Squirrel 

Protected Area in the South West Peninsulas District - but before this can 

happen we need to know exactly where the red squirrels are.  Starting in 

March 2010 CEF began surveying the general public in locations west of 

Dunmanway, Clonakilty and Macroom on sightings of red and grey squirrels 

in the area.  To date over 150 surveys have been collected from our stations 

outside supermarkets and our online survey.   

 

More information on http://www.cef.ie/2010/SquirrelSurvey.php.  

CEF members tour the ESB Iniscarra Station for  
World Water Day. 

The international observance 

of World Water Day is an 

initiative that grew out of the 

1992 United Nations 

Conference on Environment 

and Development (UNCED) in 

Rio de Janeiro. 

 

The United Nations General 

Assembly designated 22 March 

of each year as the World Day 

for Water by adopting a 

resolution. This world day for 

water was to be observed 

starting in 1993, following the 

recommendations of the 

United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development  

contained in chapter  

18 (Fresh Water  

Resources) of Agenda 

 21. (Source:  

World Water Day) 

http://www.cef.ie/2010/Water.php
http://www.cef.ie/2010/SquirrelSurvey.php
http://www.worldwaterday.org/
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY 2010 

 

The United Nations declared 2010 to be the International Year of 

Biodiversity - a celebration of life on earth and of the value of 

biodiversity for our lives. The world was invited to take action in 2010 

to safeguard the variety of life on earth. 

 

Cork Environmental Forum marked this important event with a series 

of family-friendly biodiversity-related actions in Co. Cork. 

 

Children's Workshop  

 Where? Arboretum, outside Fota House 
 When? Saturday 22nd May (International Day of Biodiversity) 
 Facilitator? Jessica Mason 

CEF hosted a morning of nature games to celebrate Biodiversity day.  
Around 30 children spent a glorious morning in a special corner of 
east Cork with bug hunts, tree games, parachutes and balls of string.   

Jessica Mason has been teaching outdoor environmental education 
for the last eight years, working in schools with community groups 
and children's summer camps. Through informal and fun games 
children can learn about Irish habitats and wildlife whilst connecting 
with and enjoying the natural environment.  Jessica has brought a 
wealth of options to CEF this year in her work with children and we are delighted to 
be sharing her skills with our younger friends. 

 

Butterfly Walk (with the Irish Wildlife Trust)  

 Where? near Minane Bridge  
 When? Saturday 22nd May 
 Guide? Rodney Daunt, Regional Coordinator National Butterfly Survey 

A wonderful walk for 18 participants with Rodney Daunt along his regular transect 
near Minane Bride.  A picnic was enjoyed by all at the end of a lovely morning of 
butterfly spotting.   

These events and more like them are wonderful in their simplicity and the cross 
section of society brought together by the CEF network sharing a passion for a particular natural wonder.  We hope 
to do more events like this next year. 
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Biodiversity Walk (with Coillte)  

 Where? Castlefreke Woods, near Rathbarry 
 When? Sunday 16th May 
 Guide? Padraig O'Tuama, District Manager, Coillte 

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜΣ tŀŘǊŀƛƎ hΩ¢ǳŀƳŀ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ мс ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

lovely Castlefreke Woods, sharing his expertise and passion along the 

way. 

 

Many thanks to Rodney and Padraig for giving so freely of their time and 

knowledge for these events. 

 

NEWSLETTERS 

 

7ÉÎÔÅÒ ςπρπȢ Ȭ7ÁÔÅÒȭ 
 

The CEF newsletter was relaunched in 2010 in a new format, featuring 

short articles from interesting contributing members and associates.  The 

first of these newsletters was published in January on the subject of 

Ψ²ŀǘŜǊΩ ς a topical subject bearing in mind the heavy rain during the 

months before, and also a precursor to our World Water Day activities.  

This edition featured 4 articles: 

 

 Sustainable methods of flood control, Feidhlim Harty 

 Rainwater Harvesting, Tony Cain 

 The Copenhagen Climate Change conference, Patrick Treacy 

 Invasive Species ς The Varroa Mite, David Lee 

 

This newsletter is accessible from our website www.cef.ie 

 

 

3ÐÒÉÎÇȾ3ÕÍÍÅÒ ςπρπȢ Ȭ"ÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭ 
 

The second newsletter was released in June on the subject of 

Ψ.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ Biodiversity and also 

as a follow up to our International Biodiversity Day activities.  This edition 

featured 4 articles: 

 

 Masters of the Sky, John Lyden 

 The Frog Army, Michael Hobbs 

 .ƻƻƪ wŜǾƛŜǿ Ψ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΩΣ .ŜǊƴƛŜ /ƻƴƴƻƭƭȅ 

 Invasive Species ς Aquatics, David Lee 

 

Many thanks to all of our contributors.   

 

 

Biodiversity means the variety 

of life on earth. The term was 

coined by the American 

zoologist Edward O. Wilson and 

is simply an abbreviation of the 

term 'biological diversity'. 

 

Biodiversity encompasses the 

wide range of living things in 

the world from the smallest 

insect 

in our gardens to the largest 

whales in the ocean. It includes 

all living plants and animals 

whether rare or common and 

also includes the genetic 

variation between species 

which 

determines their uniqueness. 

Biodiversity also includes the 

variety of ecosystems that 

occur in the world from forests 

and 

mountains to agricultural 

landscapes and the urban 

environment. It takes into 

account the 

interconnectedness and 

interdependence of all living  

things.  

 

Biodiversity is a primary 

indicator of the health of our 

surroundings and is inextricably 

linked to the welfare of human 

beings as it is the basis for all 

that we eat, drink and breathe. 

http://www.corkcityheritage.ie/natural_heritage/corkcity_biodiversity_actionplan.pdf
http://www.corkcityheritage.ie/natural_heritage/corkcity_biodiversity_actionplan.pdf
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CLIMATE CHANGE, PEAK OIL AND SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY 

Rebel Tour! 2010  
 

In 2010, Cork Environmental Forum and the Cork Sports Partnership 

joined forces to organise the inaugural Cork Rebel Tour over the 

weekend of 11th and 12th September 2010.  The overall event was 

sponsored by An Post as part of the National Cycling Series with the 

Rebel Pedal, organised by CEF, joining the programme as a Family Fun 

Ride.  The Rebel Pedal was also supported by the Trendy Travel 

programme (led by Cork City Council, Traffic Division). 

 

Four events took place over the weekend: 

 

Rebel Pedal ς 8km Family Fun Ride 

Rebel Rider ς 80km ride via Kinsale, Garretstown 

Rebel Challenge ς 160km ride via Bandon, Dunmanway, Clonakilty, Kinsale 

Rebel Rush ς off-road mountain biking event at the Ballyhoura Trails facility in north Cork (Sunday) 

 

Each of the first three events began on 

the Grand Parade, Cork City (using the 

large pedestrian area outside the City 

Library) and finished at the Cork City 

Showgrounds (entering from Monahan 

Road).   The Rebel Pedal route was 

slightly extended this year to include the 

historical centre of the city.   

 

Approximately 400 riders took part again 

this year.  

 

Our seasoned team of CEF stewards led an excellent ride around the 

city streets with the help of An Garda 

Siochana who closed junctions.  Once 

again, there were a good number of 

children cycling this year with their 

parents.  This is very satisfying to see 

as the Rebel Pedal provides a rare 

opportunity for children to learn 

ΨǊƻŀŘ-ǎŜƴǎŜΩ ƛƴ ǎŀŦŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎΦ 

 

At the after-party in the Showgrounds where the Rebel Pedal, Rider and Challenge 

participants came together it is estimated that there were approximately 3000 

people. 

 
tƘƻǘƻǎƘƻƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмл wŜōŜƭ ¢ƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǊƪ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭŜǊǎ 5ƻƴƴŀŎƘŀ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ DƻǳƭŘƛƴƎ 
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On Sunday 12th in Ballyhoura approximately 150 people took part in a mountain biking event on the excellent 

network of trails maintained by Ballyhoura Trails. 

 

We asked Rebel Pedal participants this year for a small donation on registering.  Riders of the other three rides had 

ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ όϵпл ŦƻǊ wƛŘŜǊ ƻǊ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΤ ϵнр ŦƻǊ wǳǎƘΤ ϵрл ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ŘŀȅǎύΦ  !ƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǾŜǊ the cost of 

organising the events will go towards funding Cycle Safety in school programmes in the Autumn and Summer terms. 

 

The Rebel Tour was sponsored by An Post, Trendy Travel and Cork City Council. 

 

 

National Bike Week ɀ June 2010 
 

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ /9CΩǎ on-going efforts to promote cycling as a healthy, 

sustainable and fun mode of transport we took part in a project to 

celebrate National Bike Week from 13th to 20th June 2010 with Cork 

City Council, Cork County Council, Cork Cycling Campaign and An 

Oige.  Two family fun rides were organised to mark the opening of 

new cycle ways in and around the city.   

 

On Sunday 13th June a family ride of approximately 40 people was launched by the County Mayor, Derry Canty in 

Passage West.  Cyclists were escorted by stewards across the old railway line  and finished at Blackrock Observatory 

where food, entertainment and Trendy Travel goody bags was provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 20th June a second family ride of approximately 50 people was 

launched at Colaiste Choilm, Ballincollig by the County Mayor.  A mini-

Rebel Pedal style ride proceeded to Fitzgeralds Park where participants 

were welcomed by the Lord Mayor Dara Murphy who also handed out 

spot prizes for best dressed riders. 

 

 

This event was sponsored by Trendy Travel and the Department of 

Transport. 

  

It's about choosing whether we 

continue our current sedentary 

lifestyles and pay the price of 

health care for increasing levels 

of obesity and heart disease.   

 

It's about choosing whether we 

reduce our greenhouse gas 

emissions or pay fines for not 

complying with our 

international obligations. It's 

about choosing whether we 

reduce levels of traffic 

congestion or continue to 

impact on the competitiveness 

of Irish business.  

 

It's about choosing to stay as 

we are or make Ireland a 

better place for us all.  

(Source: Smarter Travel) 

http://www.smartertravel.ie/
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LOCAL ACTIONS 

 

CEF Environmental Awards 2010  
 

One of our most popular and enduring projects... the CEF annual 

awards celebrate the work and stories of Cork's unsung heroes.  

This year a Cork Community Garden Award was also introduced for 

the first time.  Congratulations to all of our winners, and we wish 

them all continuing success with their inspirational projects. 

 

This was the 8th edition of the annual CEF Environmental Awards 

which honour the sometimes little known actions of groups, 

organisations and individuals around the county that have 

contributed to the health or richness of the Cork environment.  Each 

year, the awards are split into different categories according to 

different pillars of society and nominations are accepted from CEF 

members for actions that are in keeping with the spirit of 

sustainable development and community resilience.  This year, CEF 

introduced the Cork County Community Garden Award also - the 

first of its kind in the country. 

 

Each of the winners, pictured above, was presented with a 

magnificent sculpture (commissioned from Hortisculptures, 

Coomhola) featuring original pieces of Bog Pine set on a stone plinth 

and framed certificate. The winning Community Garden will also 

host a larger sculptural piece for the next 12 months. (Since both the 

2009 and 2010 awards were presented, the two gardens will share 

the sculpture this year.)  Special guests from the CEF network were 

invited to present the awards to our winners. 

 

The Sustainability Group in ESB Wilton took the prize in the Public 

Sector category this year.  This committee have stimulated an 

extraordinary range of work within their own organisation, inspiring 

fellow employees and managers alike with their enthusiasm to 

tackle the ecological footprint of their operations. Michael Hobbs, 

Chairman of CEF and nominating member for this award, likened 

their work and spirit to that of a Transition Town group leading 

change in their own community.   

 

Sustainable Clonakilty were presented with the prize in the 

Community and Voluntary category.  The first Clonakilty Energy 

Week in October 2010 featured a range of family friendly and 

community building events centred around making Clonakilty less 

dependent on imported energy. Presenting the award, Emer 

Dennehy of the SEAI complemented the group on the strong 

statistical groundwork prepared by the group. 

 

Pictured here (l to r): Patrick Treacy (Development 

Coordinator CEF), Eamonn Lyons (ESB Wilton), Jim 

O'Donovan (Cork City Council, Director of Services 

Community & Enterprise) presenting the award to 

Paul Cahill (Chairman Sustainability Committee, ESB 

Wilton) with Val Warren (ESB Wilton) and Michael 

Hobbs (Chairman CEF). 

Pictured here (l to r): Michael Hobbs (Chairman CEF), 

Emer Dennehy (Trends Analyst, Sustainable Energy 

Authority of Ireland) presenting the award to Peter 

Madden (Chairman Sustainable Clonakilty) with Tony 

Cain (PRO CEF) and Patrick Treacy (Development 

Coordinator CEF). 

Pictured here (l to r): Michael Hobbs (Chairman CEF), 

Conor Buckley (Chairman West Cork Tourism Co-op) 

receiving the award from Barbara-Anne Richardson 

(Marketing and Commercial Services Manager Cork 

Chamber of Commerce) with Bernie Connolly 

(Treasurer CEF and nominating member). 
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The West Cork Tourism Co-op were the winners in the Business & 

Commercial category this year. The group succeeded in successfully 

relaunching the Cork-Swansea ferry route with a shareholding of 

communities in west Cork and Wales. The link re-establishes a 

relatively low carbon means of transport between Cork and the UK, 

and potentially to mainland Europe. 

 

This year's Outstanding Individual Award went to John Dolan, 

founder of the Bantry Community Supported Agriculture scheme. 

John has been a selfless advocate of the need for Ireland to re-

establish some kind of food security for itself. He founded the Bantry 

CSA scheme in 2009 and since then has given numerous talks to 

communities around Cork interested in similar projects. CSA is a 

direct contract between communities and local farmers to grow 

food crops - oats, potatoes, root vegetables etc - and is of direct 

benefit to both producer and consumer. 

 

The new Cork County Community Garden Award was presented to 

two groups - one for their efforts in 2009, the other for 2010. The 

County winners were this year selected from the winners of the 

2009 and 2010 local competitions in Bandon, Clonakilty and Kinsale. 

The 2009 winner was the Clonakilty Kindergarten which produced 

an extraordinary garden in a small space which scored highly in 

community involvement, use of space, productivity, diversity and 

use of produce and seasonality. 

 

Meanwhile the 2010 award goes to St. Marys Terrace, Kilmurray. 

This garden left a tremendous impression on the judges for its use of 

a large space, the high standard of garden generated from disused 

ground, diversity and use of produce and effect on its community. 

 

Green Drinks  

Part of the Cork Environmental Forum strategy for promoting local 

sustainable development is to provide a forum for locally active 

environmental groups and individuals.  Strengthening the social and 

professional network of local environmental groups and individuals 

is an extremely important stimulus for local voluntary activity and 

we find this to be a particularly effective format.  There is no formal 

agenda, however participants are invited to wear badges which 

introduce their interests to the group so conversation can easily 

flow.  

The event in April 2010 was held to mark Earth Day, and a number 

of clips of inspirational presentations were shown (Rob Hopkins, 

Transition Towns on peak oil, and Yann-Arthus Bertrand on the 

beauty and fragility of planet Earth).  

 

Pictured here (l to r): Alan Jagoe (Cork Macra na 

Feirme) presenting the award to John Dolan, with 

Michael Hobbs (Chairman CEF). 

Pictured here (l to r): Donal O'Riordan (Sustainable 

Bandon, judge), Alice Glendinning (Sustainable 

Clonakilty, judge) presenting the 2009 Community 

Garden award to Karen Bean (Clonakilty 

Kindergarten), with Michael Hobbs (Chairman CEF). 

Pictured here (l to r): Theresa Crowley (Kilmurray 

Community Garden), Michael Hobbs (Chairman CEF), 

Donal O'Riordan (Sustainable Bandon, judge) 

presenting the 2010 Community Garden award to 

Rachel Aitken-Crawshaw (Kilmurray Community 

Garden), with Raymond Crowley, Jelena Zaiceva and 

June Crowley (all Kilmurray Community Garden). 


























